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Preface

You are holding an unusual hymnal! The texts here are not grouped by
theme, season of the year, or order of worship. Rather, they are presented
in chronological order by fext, beginning with a sampling of Old Testament
psalms and continuing right up to songs written in the past few years. Pag-
ing through this book, then, is like taking a 3000 year journey through the
songs of God’s people.

This volume is part of a series of song collections co-published by the
Calvin Institute of Christian Worship and Faith Alive Christian Resources.
It is our hope that this particular collection will be useful in the Christian
community in at least the following ways:

® as an ecumenical source to access the rich heritage of Christian hymns
for congregations who wish to supplement their own tradition of
hymnody.

® as a compact collection of great hymns to sing during their personal,
family, or small group devotions.

® as a supplement to the academic study of church history, historical
and systematic theology, pastoral ministry, and hymnology.

¢ as a vehicle for the Christian Reformed Church in North America and
the Reformed Church in America to dialogue about which hymns
should be part of their forthcoming bi-denominational hymnal. This
anthology may also be a useful resource for other hymnal commit-
tees when they consider which classic hymns bind Christians together
across denominational lines.

This collection was formulated by examining various lists of “core”
hymnody. Such lists are based, in part, on descriptive statistical tabulations
of which hymns appear most often in recent North American and British
English-language hymnals for Roman Catholics and Protestants. The lists
are also based on prescriptive suggestions from hymnologists and theolo-
gians about which are the “great” hymns of the Christian tradition, even if
they’re not always the most popular ones.

This anthology includes a rich variety of hymn tunes: those that are
based on plainchant, folk melodies, historic psalm tunes, and musical set-
tings uniquely composed for a specific text, as well as hymn tunes drawn
from a large variety of classic and contemporary hymnals published for
Protestant and Roman Catholic use.

One of the most fascinating aspects of hymnody is how a specific text and
its tune are “wed,” as in many cases a hymn text may appear in different
hymnals with a variety of tunes. Yet it is also the case that certain texts are in-
separably paired with certain tunes, such as happened to a number of hymns
first published in important British collections such as Hymns Ancient and
Modern or the English Hymnal. Virtually every Christian sings “Holy, Holy,

4



Holy, Lord God Almighty” to the NICAEA tune, but there is less consensus
on which tune belongs to “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross.” This col-
lection offers the union of texts and tunes that are most common in North
America for most hymns, but there may be some surprises or novel matches.

Finding Your Way
The Order

As previously mentioned, this hymnal is organized in chronological order,
beginning with settings of a few Old Testament psalm texts and New
Testament canticles, so as not to divorce them completely from the heri-
tage of hymnody. Then follows early and medieval Christian hymnody,
hymns from the Protestant Reformation, from the great hymn authors

of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries in England, and from mostly
nineteenth-century sources in the United States. The collection ends with
two groups of English-language hymns from the twentieth century; the
most contemporary text in this hymnal dates from 2006. Words or music
credits followed by P.D. are in the public domain.

It was our thought that printing these hymns in chronological sequence
would help identify the historical development of Christian hymnody over
some three thousand years. An index in the back of this collection provides
ready access to its contents in alphabetical order.

Song Titles

For those not well-versed in hymnological details, we offer the following
explanations. Hymn-text titles are usually drawn from the opening line

of text, or sometimes from a key phrase in a refrain. In the latter case we
provide both titles on the page and in the index. As is customary, the author
or source of each text is identified, as is the composer, arranger, or source for
the tune in each case. Our additional notes give extra details for each hymn,
offering a glimpse of its historical or performance context. Full commentary
on the textual and musical history of each hymn can be found in a variety of
hymnal handbooks or companions and increasingly on www.hymnary.org.

The Meter

What is less well-known is that hymn texts, like traditional poetry, have
historically been written in meter—that is, with fixed patterns of phrase
lengths and accents. Thus each hymn has a mathematical identifier. For
example, “88 88” means each stanza of that hymn has four lines and each
line contains eight syllables. “8787 D” means there are alternating lines of
eight and seven syllables in an eight-line or double stanza.

What these mathematical descriptors do not tell, however, is the accent
pattern. Many hymn texts have a metrical pattern that is either trochaic
(a series of strong/weak accents) or iambic (a series of weak/strong accents).
There are other more complicated patterns, and sometimes a hymn is in-
consistent in its phrase lengths or accents. Thus a text that has 86 86 phrase
lengths could be sung to various tunes that correspond to this 86 86 structure;
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however, the accent pattern of the text must always correspond to the accent
pattern of the music. A metrical index is provided in the back of this hymnal.

Hymn texts almost always exhibit rhyme; this enables and promotes
memorization. Rhyming patterns such as abab, abcb, and aabb are com-
monly found. One reason “great” hymns attain their classic status and
merit continuing inclusion in modern hymnals is their incorporation of
direct biblical phrases and/or allusions to biblical text into the language of
the hymn. This collection of hymns is accompanied by an online biblical
index and a topical index available at www.hymnary.org.

Tune Names

Hymn tunes are named, and by convention their names are spelled in up-
percase letters. For example, “ST. ANNE” is the name of the tune associated
with the text “O God, Our Help in Ages Past.” Hymn tune names often bear
some historical significance, but are sometimes assigned quite arbitrarily or
mysteriously, it seems, by either the composer or a hymnal editor. There is a
hymn tune index in the back of this collection, and there is a chronological
index of hymn tunes online.

Song Notes

Song notes for each hymn are found at the end of the song and are included
to suggest something of their literary, theological, musical, and pastoral im-
portance. There are even a few hymns in this collection that merit inclusion
for their historical significance or popularity, but which fail the test of “great-
ness” in the judgment of the compilers and deserve critical commentary.
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2ND - 16TH CENTURY: ANCIENT AND MEDIEVAL HYMNS

21 O Splendor of God’s Glory Bright
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Words: Ambrose of Milan (4th c.); tr. composite, P.D. 88 88
Music: Trier manuscript (15th c.); adapt. Michael Praetorius (1609), P.D. PUER NOBIS

Wrapped in imagery of light and the Trinity, this is a famous morning hymn, penned in Latin by Ambrose, the
bishop of Milan, who was a strong proponent of congregational song. The German melody was used by Praetorius
in his Musae Sioniae (1609) for a Christmas carol that in English became “Unto Us a Boy Is Born;” a slightly differ-
ent harmonization is used for “That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright” (25).



18TH CENTURY GREATS: WATTS, WESLEY, NEWTON, AND COWPER

74 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross
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Words: Isaac Watts (1707), P.D. 88 88
Music: Lowell Mason (1824), P.D. HAMBURG

Watts” text is a memorably concise sung sermon on the meaning of Christ’s atonement, originally published
among a group of hymns for the Lord’s Supper in his Hymns and Spiritual Songs (1707). Many hymnals offer
Mason’s meditative chant-derived tune for this text; other hymnals provide ROCKINGHAM as a more dramatic
tune for these powerful words.



EARLIER 19TH CENTURY EUROPEAN HYMNS

120 The First Noel
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Words: trad. English carol; Davies Gilbert’s Some Ancient Christmas Carols (1823), alt., P.D.
Music: trad. English melody; William Sandy’s Christmas Carols, Ancient and Modern (1833);

harm. John Stainex (1871), P.D.

irregular
THE FIRST NOEL



EARLIER 19TH CENTURY EUROPEAN HYMNS

5 Then entered in those wise men three,
full reverently upon their knee,
and offered there in his presence
their gold, and myrrh, and frankincense.
Refrain

6 Then let us all with one accord
sing praises to our heavenly Lord,
who has made heaven and earth of naught,
and with his blood our life has bought.
Refrain

Not unlike the art on many Christmas cards, this British carol unabashedly fuses the shepherds, the star, and the
Magi. Regardless of that error and the high melody line, it is a popular carol sung with great sentiment in many
Christmas and Epiphany services.



EARLIER 20TH CENTURY HYMNS

202 Joytul, Joyful, We Adore Thee
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sin and sad - ness,drive the dark of doubt a - way;
vale and moun-tain, flow-ery mead-ow, flash-ing sea,

Fa-ther, Christ, our broth-er— all who live
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giv - er of im - mor - tal glad-ness, fill us with the light of day!
chant-ing bird and flow-ing foun-tain call us to re - joice in thee.
teach us how to love each oth - er, lift us to the joy di-vine.
joy - ful mu-sic lifts us sun-ward in the tri-umph song of life.

Words: Henry Van Dyke (1911), alt., P.D.

Music: Ludwig van Beethoven (1824); arr. Edward Hodges (1864), P.D.

8787D
HYMN TO JOY

Inspired by Beethoven’s choral Symphony No. 9 (which uses the “Ode to Joy” text by Schiller) and by the Berk-
shire mountains in Massachusetts, van Dyke transformed Schiller’s humanistic poem into a hymn of joy to God.
The original phrase “brother-love binds man to man” in stanza 4 has been much altered in modern hymnals.



HYMNS SINCE 1950

256 God, We Sing Your Glorious Praises
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Words: Bert Polman (2006) © 2006 Faith Alive Christian Resources 8787 D
Music: John Wyeth's Repository of Sacred Music, Part II (1813), P.D. NETTLETON
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ev-ery gen-er - a - tion, we your might - y acts pro - fess.
ev-ery gen-er - a - tion in our deeds and in our speech.
ev-ery gen-er - a - tion is em - bo - died in your Word.
ev-ery gen-er - a - tion in our wit-ness, work, and prayer.
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Written by an editor of this volume, this text was chosen as the first-place winner in a hymn search for the 150th
anniversary of the Christian Reformed Church in 2007, and then united with NETTLETON, a lively melody from

Wyeth’s camp meeting songbook.
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Jesus, the Very Thought of You ........... 42
Joy to the World! the Lord Is Come. ....... 78
Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee ........... 202
Justas I Am, without One Plea .......... 124
L

Lead Me, GuideMe. ................... 219
Lead On, OKing Eternal................ 196
Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence . ........ 24
LetAlltheWorld ....................... 57
Let All Things Now Living.............. 217
Let Us Break Bread Together ............ 164
Lift Every Voiceand Sing . .............. 197
Lift High the Cross .................... 162
Like a River Glorious. .................. 157
Lo! He Comes, with Clouds Descending . . .89
Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming ........... 53
Lord of All Hopefulness ................ 212
Lord, Bid Your Servant Go in Peace....... 15
Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing . . ... 106
Lord, I Want to Be a Christian ........... 165

Lord, Speak to Me That I May Speak . . . .. 155
Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service ... .224
Lord, You Give the Great Commission. . . .236

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling. ......... 88
Low in the Grave Christ Lay ............ 187
M

Man of Sorrows—Whata Name ......... 189
May the Mind of Christ, My Savior. ... ... 209
My Faith Looks UptoThee ............. 173
My God, How Wonderful You Are ....... 132
My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less ....... 125
My Jesus,ILove Thee .................. 177
My Life Flows On in Endless Song . .. .. .. 182
My Song Is Love Unknown .............. 64
N

Not What My Hands Have Done ........ 139
Now Thank We AllOurGod .. ........... 58
(@]

O Come, All Ye Faithful................. 100
O Come, O Come, Immanuel............. 37
O Gladsome Light, O Grace .............. 17
O God Beyond All Praising ............. 240
O God of Every Nation . ................ 222
O God, Our Help in Ages Past............ 79
O Holy Spirit, by Whose Breath........... 36
O Jesus, I Have Promised ............... 152
O Little Town of Bethlehem ............. 180
O Lord, Hear My Prayer................ 241
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OLord, MyGod....................... 142
O Love, How Deep, How Broad,

HowHigh.......................... 46
O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee........ 193
O Sacred Head, Now Wounded. .......... 39
O Sons and Daughters. .................. 45
O Splendor of God’s Glory Bright......... 21
O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus. ......... 159
O Word of God Incarnate . .............. 150
O Worship theKing.................... 123
Of the Father’s Love Begotten . . .......... 23
Oh, for a Closer Walk with God. .......... 90
Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing. .. .. .. 84
OnaHill Far Away .................... 204
Once in Royal David's City ............. 131
Onward, Christian Soldiers ............. 146
Out of the Depths I Cry to You............ 10
P
Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven ....... 7
Praise the Savior Now and Ever .......... 29
Praise to the Lord, the Amighty........... 69
Precious Lord, Take My Hand .. ......... 213
Psalm 13: How Long, LorD? . .............. 1
Psalm 23: The Lorp’s My Shepherd. ........ 2
Psalm 72: Hail to the LorD’s Anointed . .. ... 4

Psalm 84: How Lovely, Lorp, How Lovely . .3
Psalm 98: Sing A New Song to the Lorp. . . .. 5
Psalm 100: All People that On Earth

DoDwell ...............oiiiii.. 6
Psalm 103: Praise, My Soul, the

Kingof Heaven....................... 7
Psalm 112: How Blest Are Those

Who Fearthe LORD. .. ................. 8
Psalm 116: I Love the Lorp for He

Has Heard My Voice .................. 9
Psalm 130: Out of the Depths

ICrytoYou............ooiiiilt 10
Psalm 136: We Give Thanks Unto You,

OGodofMight ..................... 1
Psalm 147: Sing to God, With Joy

and Gladness ....................... 12
R
Rejoice, O Purein Heart ................ 147
Rejoice, the Lord IsKing. ................ 86
Ride On! Ride On in Majesty ............ 118
Rock of Ages, CleftforMe .............. 109
S
Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us ........ 126
Savior of the Nations, Come. ............. 22
Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God. ....... 232

Shall We Gather at the River ............ 179
Shepherd of Tender Youth ............... 18
Silent Night! Holy Night ............... 116
Sing a New Song to the Loro God.......... 5
Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above ... .66
Sing Them Over AgaintoMe. ........... 188
Sing to God with Joy and Gladness. . .. .. .. 12
Siyahamba .................. ... .. ... 253
Song of Mary: Tell Out My Soul .......... 13
Song of Simeon: Lord, Bid Your Servant
GoinPeace ......................... 15
Song of Zechariah: Blessed be the
GodoflIsrael ........................ 14
Songs of Thankfulness and Praise. . ... ... 140
Soon and Very Soon.................... 235
Spirit of the Living God. ... ............. 210
T
Take My Life and LetItBe .............. 158
Tell Out, My Soul ....................... 13
That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright ... ... 25
The Lorp’s My Shepherd................. 2
The Church’s One Foundation .......... 148

The Day You Gave Us, Lord, Is Ended ...153

The First Noél ........................ 120
The God of Abraham Praise ............. 38
The Head That Once was Crowned

withThorns ....................... 117
The King Shall Come When

Morning Dawns . ................... 203
The Old Rugged Cross ................. 204
The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done . ........ 71
There in God’s Garden ................. 233
ThereIsaBalmin Gilead ............... 167
There Is a Fountain Filled with Blood. ... .. 91
There Were Ninety and Nine . ........... 151
There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy ... ... 141
ThineIs the Glory...................... 161
This Is My Father’s World .............. 198
This Joyful Eastertide .................. 163
Thy Strong Word ...................... 220
To God BetheGlory ................... 190
Trustand Obey........................ 195
Tu hasvenidoalaorilla................ 237
\%

View the Present Through the Promise .. .251

W

Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying ......... 52
Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters . . .246
We Are Marching in the Light of God. . . . . 253
We Come, O Christ,toYou.............. 216
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We Gather Together..................... 54

We Give Thanks unto You. . .............. 11
We Have Heard the Joyful Sound ........ 181
We Praise You,OGod . ................. 200
We're Marching to Zion. ................. 73
Were YouThere ....................... 168
What a Friend We HaveinJesus ......... 174
What Wondrous Love .................. 171
When I Survey the Wondrous cross ... .... 74
When in Our Music God Is Glorified . . . .. 230
When Israel Was in Egypt'sland......... 169
When Jesus the Healer ................. 238
When Jesus Wept ...................... 166
When Memory Fades .................. 255
When Morning Gilds the Sky............ 113
When Peace likeaRiver ................ 186
When We Walk with the Lord ........... 195

Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life. . .201
While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks. . . .72

Wonderful Words of Life. ............... 188
Y
You Are Salt forthe Earth............... 245

You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore . .237
You Servants of God, Your Master

Proclaim............................ 87
You, Lord, Are Both Lamb
and Shepherd ...................... 248

Additional indexes and information on some
of the songs included in this collection can be
found at www.hymnary.org.
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